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On Aug. 14, more than four years after an explosion destroyed the Israeli Embassy in Buenos
Aires, the Supreme Court (Corte Supremo de Justicia, CSJ) released a report on the incident,
which did little to satisfy either the Jewish community or Israeli officials. A technical report on the
investigation, which had been commissioned by the court, cast serious doubt on the prevailing
assumption that the 1992 blast was the result of a car-bomb driven by a suicide-bomber.
These findings, however, brought an angry response and indignation from Israeli officials and
Jewish leaders, who saw it as a smokescreen to cover the failure of the government to solve
the crime. The bombing, which took place March 17, 1992, killed 29 people. Another hundred
individuals were seriously injured. The case is still under investigation by Israeli agents and by
Argentine authorities. Immediately after the incident, the Supreme Court assumed responsibility
for the investigation, but it has so far been unable to determine who carried out the bombing. In its
statement, Argentina's highest court announced that a team of experts from the National Academy
of Engineering determined "with 99% certainty" that the bomb exploded "within the embassy."
The announcement only gave the results of the investigation and did not explain how the engineers
arrived at the conclusion. Following the official announcement, court official Guillermo Lopez also
said that the investigation had ascertained that the explosives had been located on the first floor
of the diplomatic headquarters. "The engineers established, with 99% certainty, the exact location
where the explosives were and the quantity that was used," said Lopez. However, the publication of
the report brought an immediate angry response from the Israeli ambassador in Argentina, Yitzhak
Aviran, who said experts from the secret services in Argentina, France, Israel, and the US had all
concluded that the explosion occurred outside the embassy. "This seems very strange to me," said
Aviran. "I have the impression that the Supreme Court is trying to justify the lack of effectiveness of
its four-year investigation."
In a television conversation between CSJ president Julio Nazareno and Aviran, Nazareno stressed
that the results of the investigation did not end the matter. "This is not a report of the court nor
a definitive hypothesis," said Nazareno. "It is only the preliminary conclusion of the Argentine
experts who worked on the case." Nazareno also said it did not imply the embassy was at fault.
"This does not mean that there are accusations against the Embassy of Israel or the Israeli
government," said Nazareno. "It only deals with the means that the delinquents used to commit
the crime." However, Israeli officials continued to object to the report and to the government's
failure to solve the case. "We appreciate the effort that the Supreme Court has at last demonstrated
in the case, but we believe that they have unfortunately spent their energy in a futile attempt to
make a technical verification," said In Heiman, press secretary for the Israeli diplomatic mission in
Argentina.
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Several members of the Jewish community in Buenos Aires also pointed out that the conclusion of
the team of engineers contradicts evidence and other opinions. "According to the material evidence,
the explosion that destroyed the diplomatic mission occurred outside the building, not inside," one
source close to the embassy said. "The chances are almost 100% that it was caused by a car- bomb."
Meanwhile, in Jerusalem, the Israeli Foreign Ministry also rejected the findings and complained
about the slowness with which the investigation has been carried out. "We categorically reject the
conclusion of the Supreme Court," said the communique from the Foreign Ministry. "And, in any
case, we request that the investigation continue with greater effort." The embassy explosion is not
the only unsolved bombing against Jewish targets in Buenos Aires. Twenty-eight months after
the embassy was destroyed, a car-bomb exploded in front of a Jewish center (Asociacion Mutual
Israelita Argentina, AMIA), killing 86 people. That incident is also still under investigation.
The Jewish community in Argentina is almost unanimous in accepting the opinion of the
international experts that the embassy blast occurred outside the building and was the result of a
car-bomb, probably the work of a suicide-bomber. In addition, most Israeli officials are convinced
that Irani terrorists are responsible for both the embassy blast and the destruction of the AMIA.
Despite the pledge by President Carlos Saul Menem to find those responsible for the bombings
and other anti-Semitic acts in recent years, little progress has been made. Accusations from various
groups have implicated both right- and left-wing extremists within Argentina, anti-Semitic factions
within the military and the police, and neonazi groups, as well as international terrorists.
However, after years of investigation, few arrests have been made. Recently, three police were
charged with being accessories for providing the car that was used in the AMIA bombing. After
a rash of bomb threats and attacks in April, the opposition Union Civica Radical (UCR) charged
that "the climate of public insecurity" that exists in Argentina has its origin in "the growing
disintegration of power" within the Menem administration. "It is absolutely undeniable that the
government has been unable to solve any of these cases, from the bombing of the Israeli Embassy
and the AMIA to the most recent bomb threats," said Rodolfo Terragno, UCR president. (Sources:
Agence France-Presse, 04/12/96, 08/01/96, 08/13/96, 08/14/96; Spanish news service EFE, 08/13/96,
08/14/96; Reuter, 08/14/96)
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